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Pre-operative
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The aim

 of this study is to assess the adherence to the local guidelines of Preoperative Generic Investigations for 
Adult Elective Surgery. Im

plications of non-adherence to guidelines such as extra cost w
ill be explored. 
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Figure 1.

•
Total num

ber of patients: 133
•

Invesitgations w
hich w

ere not indicated: 404
•

Investigations indicated but not perform
ed: 63

•
Total cost: €6,403.47

•
W

asted C
ost: €3,506.09

Table 1: P
reoperative G

eneric Investigations
Table 2: P

ercentage w
asted cost

In this study, none of the investigations ordered w
ere according to guidelines. This poses a financial burden on 

the healthcare system
, w

hilst possibly leading to inappropriate and lack of investigations prior to procedures. It 
m

ay also suggest that the staff carrying out the assessm
ents m

ight either not be aw
are of the guidelines or are 

not inclined to use them
. The introduction of electronic health records m

ay prom
ote cost transparency and 

reduce laboratory cost. 


